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prosperity. Their hard work and dedication are an example to the rest of
our people as we work to maintain America’'s greatness.

In recognition of the importance of Alaska's people and its scenic and natu-
ral resources to the United States and in honor of the twenty-fifth anniver-
sary of the admission of Alaska into the Union, the Congress, by Senate
Joint Resolution 42, has authorized and requested the President to proclaim
January 3, 1984, as “Alaska Statehood Day."”

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States
of America, do hereby proclaim January 3, 1984, as Alaska Statehood Day
and call upon the people of the United States and the Federal, State, and
local governments to observe that day with appropriate ceremonies.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this 3rd day of Jan.,
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty—4, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and eighth.

RONALD REAGAN

Proclamation 5144 of January 3, 1984
National Consumers Week, 1984

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

The American consumer has been blessed by the freedom to participate in
a social, economic, and governmental system that is unparalleled in any
other land. Since the founding of this country, Americans have benefitted
from the fruits of a free society. We are free to learn, free to choose a voca-
tion, free to produce, and free to purchase. These fundamental freedoms
and the willingness of our people to work hard have helped make America
great. Americans are prosperous and enjoy a standard of living that is the
envy of the world. It is appropriate to focus special attention on consumers
and the important role they play in our economic and social system.

We have emerged from a recession on a wave of consumer optimism that
dramatically proves the truth of this year's slogan—"Consumers Mean Busi-
ness.” Our economic recovery program has dramatically lowered inflation
and interest rates, giving buyers more disposable income. Consumers are
reacting to the Nation's resurgent economy by purchasing homes, automo-
biles, durable goods, and those products or services which emhance the
quality of life. With greater purchasing power, it is important that consum-
ers have access to the latest information.

Consumers need to understand the market economy, both here and abroad,
and their options for earning, spending, saving, and investing income. In-
creased consumer and economic education in schools, workshops, the
media, and the distribution of informative materials from government and
business give consumers a greater appreciation of their rights and responsi-
bilities in our incomparable American economy.

Those who are sensitive to consumer needs and services and recognize that
well-informed consumers mean business—repeat sales and sound market
relationships—can expect to be rewarded with continuing opportunities to
serve and profit. Wise consumers, properly informed and working with
business representatives at all levels, can assure that our marketplace oper-
ates on mutual trust and fairness.
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By working together in the voluntary spirit that has always distinguished
the character of Americans in all walks of life, we strengthen our free en-
terprise system and secure basic consumer rights for all.

Let us show appreciation during National Consumers Week for our many
freedoms and work together to enhance the consumer's economic equity in
the marketplace.

NOW, THEREFORE, 1, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States
of America, do hereby proclaim the week beginning April 23, 1984, as Na-
tional Consumer's Week.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 3rd day of Jan.,
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty—4, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and eighth.

RONALD REAGAN

Proclamation 5145 of January 3, 1984
Small Business Week, 1984

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

America's strength lies in the ingenuity and perseverance of its people. No
other group of Americans better exemplifies these qualities than the Na-
tion’s small business owners, who contribute daily to our economic well-

being.

The willingness of these individuals to embrace the challenges of competi-
tion and independence ensures that our lives are enriched with new oppor-
tunities and innovations. When their resourcefulness and resilience are
melded with an economic system that allows them to pursue their goals
and harness the dynamic forces of the marketplace, new products and tech-
nologies are developed, jobs are created, and the young and unskilled are
trained for more productive lives. With each new opportunity our commit-
ment to liberty is strengthened; with each new accomplishment our faith in
ourselves is reaffirmed.

Entrepreneurs are the standard-bearers of economic progress and the stal-
warts of the energizing forces of the free market. As we embark upon a
new era of economic growth and development, we should encourage small
business owners by acknowledging their tremendous importance as the
mainsprings of continued economic and individual progress for our Nation.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States
of America, do hereby proclaim the week beginning May 6, 1984, as Small
Business Week. I call upon the American people to join with me in saluting
the small business owners of our Nation during this week with appropriate
ceremonies and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQF, I have hereunto set my hand this 3rd day of Jan.,
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty—4, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and eighth.

RONALD REAGAN
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